Mercy Run


What is a Mercy Run?  

The Mercy Run is one of our primary outreaches to the poor.  We go to lower-income areas and offer items like bread or household items to folks in need.  Along with the free gift, we offer prayer, and information about how to get more assistance in the future. All this, with the simple message that God loves them…no strings attached.

What will I do when I get there?  

· Go door-to-door offering a free gift and prayer.

· Pray, Pray, Pray…When someone receives a gift, it’s amazing to see how touched almost all of the recipients are.  This allows for a very open atmosphere, where people tend to let down their guard, seeing that we’re there because we care.  In this environment, prayer doesn’t seem so threatening to those we serve…making it easier for us to offer.  
IF THEY HAVE NO PRAYER REQUESTS…Pray anyway.  Just pray for God to bless them and their home.  If they don’t want prayer at all and specifically tell you not to, don’t force it and pray for that family with the group at the end of the outreach.
Helpful Hints

· Target houses that actually need the gift.

· Target homes that are close together.

· NEVER TRAVEL ALONE to a house or apartment.

· Always offer prayer before leaving.

· Don’t tell them you’re there because they are “poor”.

· Don’t leave the gift on the doorstep…find another house or neighbor that will get it to them later.

· Closely supervise children.
· Ask if there are other ways we might be helpful… and then give that feedback to the Outreach Hotline for potential follow-up.
· You don’t have to clean their house.  Many times, the gift unfortunately won’t be enough for the recipient.  They may ask you to do other chores and use your discretion…if it’s something quick like changing a light bulb for an elderly or handicapped person, go for it!  Never be rude, but don’t be afraid to let the person know that you need to move on.  
